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THE ROYAL HAMILTON LIGHT INFANTRY A REGIMENT AT THE READY FOR 150 YEARS

❚ PRIVATE RILEY
Members of the Royal 
Hamilton Light Infantry (RHLI) 
call themselves the Rileys 
because the formal name 
is such a mouthful. Someone 
in the 1940s rolled the initials 
in his mouth. It came out ‘Riley’ 
and the name stuck.

War clouds roll over Europe and men of the Royal Hamilton Light Infantry are on the march in their home city.

❚ SHILLINGS
The RHLI is a militia reserve — different 
from regular military forces. Its soldiers 
have other jobs and work part time 
with the unit for a little extra money. 
Reserve soldiers take part in wars, 
peacekeeping and disaster assistance.

❚ RIDGEWAY
The Battle of Ridgeway (also known as the Battle of Lime 
Ridge or Limestone Ridge) was fought near Fort Erie 
across the Niagara River from Buffalo, N.Y. 
Ridgeway saw the first Riley casualty — 
17-year-old James Henry Morrison. 

❚ KANDAHAR
More than 60 RHLI soldiers have served in Afghanistan, 
including deployments in the country’s most dangerous 
province, Kandahar. All have returned to Canada safely.

❚ SUICIDE BOMBERS
Unlike other wars the Rileys have fought, 
the members of the regiment had to stay 
vigilant for various forms of suicide bombers.

❚ FOREVER I’M ON GUARD 
Numerous Rileys have distinguished 
themselves in Afghanistan. Including 
RHLI Corporal Sergio Casole-Goveia who 
received a commendation for the medical 
treatment he gave after a suicide bomber 
attacked an operating base in Maywand 
District, Afghanistan. 

❚ BRAVELY 
CHARGED FORWARD
Chaplain John Weir Foote 
(1904-1988) was awarded the Victoria 
Cross for his bravery saving the lives 
of numerous soldiers who were 
wounded on the beach and then 
allowing himself to be captured 
so he could care for injured PoWs. 

RHLI soldiers take positions along a roadway in Afghanistan.

❚ CATTLE CAR WITH A BATTERED MUSKET GUN
The Rileys’ first battle took place in June 1866 against 
attacking Fenians from the U.S. The Rileys were poorly 
trained and badly provisioned for the battle. 
They were transported by train in cattle cars. 

❚ BATTALION
The RHLI was known as the 13th Battalion, Volunteer 
Militia (Infantry) Canada when it was formed on Dec. 11, 1862.

It has also been known as the 13th Regiment, the 13th Royal Regiment, 
and the Royal Hamilton Regiment. In 1927, it became the Royal Hamilton 
Light Infantry. In 1936, most of the Wentworth regiment became part 
of the Rileys. Today the regiment is known as the Royal Hamilton 
Light Infantry (Wentworth Regiment).

❚ ALWAYS READY
‘Always Ready’ is the English 
translation of the Rileys’ motto 
Semper Paratus. It’s a motto used 
by many organizations including 
the United States Coast Guard.

❚ CHLORINE GAS
One of the horrific aspects of the First World 
War was the use of various chemical weapons, 
including chlorine gas. It was used for the first 
time in April 1915, when German forces 
released a cloud of yellow-green gas that 
destroyed the respiratory organs of those 
who were caught in its path.

❚ BATTLE OF VIMY RIDGE
The Battle of Vimy Ridge was a huge victory for the Canadian military, the first 
time all four divisions of Canadian soldiers fought as a cohesive unit. The Canadian 
Corps took on three divisions of the German Army from April 9 to April 12, 1917.

❚ DIEPPE
The port city in northern France was the scene 
of an ill-fated Second World War Allied attack on the 
German lines on Aug. 19, 1942. More than 6,000 mostly 
Canadian soldiers took part in the effort to seize the port.

❚ WADED THROUGH THE WATER
Operation Jubilee, as it was called, involved using small 
landing craft to carry troops to the beach in the morning 
darkness. If the boats were hit, soldiers would have 
to wade to the beach while facing heavy fire. Many 
soldiers reported the water turning red with blood.

❚ WATER ALL TURNED RED
Casualties at Dieppe:
913 Allied soldiers killed 
197 RHLI killed 
582 RHLI soldiers involved
480 RHLI casualties (dead, wounded or PoW) 

❚ FLANDERS
Flanders is a section of Belgium that saw horrific human losses in the 
First World War. The poppies that grew on its fields, where hundreds 
of thousands of soldiers were killed, inspired Canadian poet John 
McCrae’s In Flanders Fields. Hundreds of soldiers from the Rileys fought 
in the First World War in various military units, but it was not until the 
Second World War that the RHLI fought as a self-contained regiment.

❚ THE SOMME
The Battle of the Somme, July 1 to Nov. 18, 1916, is regarded as one 
of the bloodiest military operations ever. The battle involving Britain, 
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Newfoundland and others against 
German forces led to an estimated one million casualties. 

❚ IN PEACE AND WAR
The Rileys have fought in the Battle of Ridgeway, the Boer War, 
the First World War, the Second World War, the Korean War 
and in Afghanistan. The Rileys have also taken part in UN operations 
in Bosnia and Haiti among other places. It’s estimated that more 
than 1,100 Rileys have died in various battles over the past 150 years. 

❚ FENIANS
The Fenians were Irish-American 
Civil War veterans who raided Canada 
to oppose British forces here. They 
wanted to help the cause of Ireland’s 
independence from Britain. The 
battle-hardened Fenians overwhelmed 
members of RHLI and several other 
Canadian militias, but eventually 
they retreated back to the U.S. 

❚ HAMILTON
The RHLI was formed 150 years 
ago by industrialist and politician 
Isaac Buchanan, who built the 
still-standing Auchmar mansion on 
Hamilton Mountain. The regiment 
operates out of the John 
Weir Foote V.C. Armoury 
on James Street North.
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The wreckage of Allied landing craft strewn along the beach at Dieppe.
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